BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OAKFIELD

OAKFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Monday—November 11, 2013

 

 

· Meeting called to order by President Kottke at 5:30 p.m.

· Roll call 

· Members: P. Kottke, B. Panzer, E. Kraft, J. Nyhuis, A Patterson, M. Murphy-Steinke, P. Dercks (5:31), M. Liebelt
· Staff:  B. Doyle, B. Witt, S. Green, J. Hungerford, M. Guth, K. Tapp, M. Liebelt, G. Perry, L. Holz
· Others: E. Tapp, S. Maurer, J. Maurer, S. Kintzler, B. Deer, K. Laab, D. Newton, L. Sheahan, S. Laning, A. Kamenski, S. Ennis, J. Duke, N. Duke, P. Adams, B. O’Laire, G. Deer, S. Conger, C.J. Reed
· President Kottke reviewed the updated financial report and it is filed with the clerk.

· Mr. Panzer, seconded by Mr. Kraft, moved to approve the warrants through November 11, 2013 as sent out. Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.
· Public Input – none.
· Brian Hess, from the Insurance Center, shared with the Board a proposal for our Property Insurance in which we currently have with the Local Government Property Insurance Fund and the state is increasing our premium.  Mr. Hess carries Liberty Insurance Company and that is who we are using for our liability and boiler insurance policies.  They can offer a monthly premium instead of an annual.  He quoted us with a lower deductible but the Board would like him to come back with a higher deductible and would ask the Local Government Property Insurance Fund to do the same.  Mr. Panzer, seconded by Mrs. Murphy-Steinke, moved to table this insurance quote until the November 20, 2013 meeting.  Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.

· Mr. Perry and his 8th Grade Technology and Engineering students,  C.J. Reed and Sierra Conger shared with the Board their cardboard furniture that they made.  They needed to use nine steps in order to complete this project and they also had to be able to use the furniture.  The two groups of six made an Oak chair and a table.  These projects help them with problem solving, figuring out measurements, and learning teamwork and working together. These projects help in so many other areas including reading, writing, math, and vocabulary all of which are elements of the Common Core.  Mr. Perry also shared the project grill that we are teaming up with Condex.  He also has worked with local businesses to donate paint supplies to redo the shop area and classrooms.  We would like to thank Sherwin- Williams for the classrooms and Condex for the shop.  
· Mr. Panzer, seconded by Mr. Kraft, moved to accept the winter coaches as presented:

Varsity Boys Basketball – Kyle, Seyfert, JV Boys Basketball – Art Gerhardt, Varsity Girls Basketball – Steven Gross, JV Girls Basketball – Rachael Arkens, Varsity Wrestling – Mark Morell, 7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball (Two Weeks) – Steven Gross

Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.

· Principal Witt shared with the Board the conflicts we are having with credits and scheduling students with having the one class period of RTI (Response to Intervention).  This is a non-credit class period which does not allow our students to be able to meet the 26 graduation credits. Principal Witt contacted DPI to make sure that we are still meeting all DPI requirements if we reduce our credits from 26 back to 24. Following board discussion,   Mr. Panzer, seconded by Mrs. Kottke, moved to adjust the class of 2014 from 26 credits to 24 credits.  Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.
· President Kottke updated the Board on the insurance changes that we have made to our policies and benefits.  Back in the spring of the year when we made the changes to the employee’s policy, we did not clarify the retirees.  There are only three to four that would be affected by our changes.  We will have a meeting to discuss these changes with the retirees.  A letter will go out to them with the date of this meeting.  By making this change it will give our district more options when we go out to bid for our insurance policy for this next year.  The policy will read;  Beginning 4-1-2014, the district does not allow retirees/spouses of retirees to continue coverage at their own expense on the district’s group dental and health insurance plans, except as required by Federal and State COBRA Continuation regulation.  As a temporary and transitory exception, the district will allow any retiree insured  on their retirement date who retired before 10-1-2013 to continue at their own expense until they, and their spouse (if married), turn 65 and become eligible for Medicare.  If married, once both retiree and spouse turn 65, they can no longer continue with the district’s plans.  Mr. Nyhuis, seconded by Mrs. Murphy-Steinke, moved to adopt the policy brought forward to the Board with an effective date of April, 1, 2014.  Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent. 
· Discussion on BrightBytes will be addressed at a future meeting.  Mr. Tyner has signed up for demo with this program to review and determine if this will be a program that will benefit our district.
· Mrs. Patterson, seconded by Mr. Panzer, moved to accept Tammy Schneider as our new childcare employee.  Motion carried:  7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.

· Mrs. Patterson shared on her attendance at the Legislative Advocacy Conference.  The main topic was on the Voucher Program.

· The referendum survey is out.  If there is anyone else that would like to have a survey code they may contact the Oakfield Elementary School office.  There will be a special school board meeting on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 to review the results.

· Student representative, Michael Liebelt, shared the success with the football team.  They received their first post season win.  The football team would like to thank Mr. Witt, the staff, and the community for supporting them and believing in them.  It was a positive experience.  The boys basketball and wrestling have started practice and the girls basketball will start next week.
· Principal Witt reported that they will be starting a boys 7th & 8th grade baseball program and that the teachers have been working hard and after the first quarter the attendance was at a high. Principal Doyle reported on activities including the WKCE assembly, Wall of Fame, and a new PBIS raffle.  Administrator Green shared the state convention dates of January 22 - 24, 2014.
· The next School Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 5:30 in the Oakfield Elementary School – Referendum Results
· OAKS COMMUNITY CHAT – Topics included a tour of the Jr/Sr High School to see the renovations throughout the school.  Positive things are constantly happening throughout the school with the staff and students coming together to make our school something to be proud of.  In our shop they would like to have open shop night for parents to come in and use our facilities. This would be on a Wednesday night and the students would be there to help.  Community members were very inspired after seeing how our staff is out there to make our school a better place and by going out and seeking businesses to donate to our programs to help save our taxpayers.   Mrs. Liebelt also wanted to thank the Board for going to the eight man football team.  
· President Kottke, seconded by Mrs. Patterson moved to adjourn at 7:40. Motion carried: 7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 absent.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jackie Hungerford, School Board Secretary

